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More than a life cycle venue, more than a Sisterhood or 
Men’s Club…

Years ago, when I read Elizabeth Gilbert’s “Eat, Pray, 
Love”, I became very jealous. Of course my mouth 
was watering for the world’s best pizza, baked some-

where in an alley in Sicily. Of course, I was fantasizing sleep-
ing under swaying palm trees near the shore on the tropical 
paradise of Bali. But even more so, I was jealous 
of her spiritual experiences. 

She writes that during one meditation session, 
she started to “feel this soft blue electrical energy 
pulsing through my body, in waves. It’s a little 
alarming, but also amazing. I don’t know what 
to do, so I just speak internally to this energy. 
I say to it, “I believe in you,” and it magnifies, 
volumizes, in response. It’s frighteningly powerful now, like 
a kidnapping of the senses. It’s humming up from the base 
of my spine. It scares me so much that I say to it, “I’m not 
ready yet!” and snap open my eyes. It all goes away. I’m 
back in a room again, back in my surroundings. I look at my 
watch. I’ve been here—or somewhere—for almost an hour.”

She writes that every religion records these electric experi-
ences “and they all end up describing exactly the same 
occurrence. Generally, their union with God occurs in a 
meditative state, and is delivered through an energy source 
that fills the entire body with euphoric, electric light. The 
Japanese call this energy ki, the Chinese Buddhists call it chi, 
the Balinese call it taksu, and the Christians call it the Holy 
Spirit. The Islamic Sufi poets called that God-energy “The 
Beloved,” and wrote devotional poems to it. In the Jewish 
tradition of Kabbalah, this union with the Divine is said to 
occur through stages of spiritual ascension, with energy that 
runs up the spine along a series of invisible meridians.”

Unfortunately, I have not reached my sabbatical year, so I 
can’t take off a few months to study in a Yogic Ashram or 

Kabbalistic Yeshiva, yet I still want that experience. There-
fore, I’ve tried to vary my practice of prayer. I spoke about 
this on the eve of our A Capella Shabbat (2/5) but for those 
of you who weren’t there or would like a review, I’ll repeat 
the idea.

After spending eleven years in advanced Yeshiva study, I 
mastered the Hebrew prayers. Nonetheless, most of the 

time, the experience wasn’t so inspiring. Six times 
a week, three times a day, we repeated the same 
words and requests. Even on Shabbat, the same 
prayers were reiterated week after week. It was 
hard to find inspiration and creativity in such a 
fixed routine.

Recently I started using this rote to my advan-
tage. The words come so easily to me, that I have 

made them into a mantra to divert my mind. Clinging to 
G-d comes from the soul, not through the mind or thought. 
Thinking actually hinders the connection and cognizance of 
our soul. The soul is felt through silence, and that is why the 
whole congregation is silent during the Amidah.

I am starting to use the Amidah as mantra, to say the words 
quietly with my lips and mind, but to let my true self, my 
soul, experience the living exterior, the oneness of G-d. A 
mantra is comparable to throwing a bone to the dog; as our 
mind is entertained with the words, we can open ourselves 
to feeling our true self and fashioning a connection with the 
Divine. Even if you can only feel this for a few moments, 
it’s true bliss.

I have more to say on this topic and what we should do 
educationally for ouselves and our children. For now, I want 
you to be as jealous of Ms. Gilbert as I am and seek out that 
euphoric state. Synagogue should not be just about ritual, 
learning or socialization; it should be about achieving a spiri-
tual experience, as well. Help me turn MHJC into just such 
an organization.

From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi Neil Schuman
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Mid-Winter Writer’s Block

So after having a solid idea of what I wanted to write 
about for past issues of the Shofar since becoming 
President again, I hit a total writer’s block this time 

around. I even missed Eric’s deadline for submitting articles, 
since I literally could not come up with subject matter that 
worked. Maybe it’s that it is really COLD outside right now 
(it’s mid-February when I am writing this) and the weather 
has given my “idea control center” frostbite!

So, at the risk of falling back on the obvious and easy, I’m 
going to summarize and remind us all that we are all a part 
of a great environment and a wonderful shul.

We have an amazing core of members who are always work-
ing to ensure that MHJC has a huge variety of programs 
for our members (and others) to be a part of. From Minyan 
Munchkins, to Next Dor, to Fundraising, to other special 
event planning, there are always events on our calendar.

Our auxiliary organizations, Sisterhood and Men’s Club, 
are vital arms of our synagogue. Our semi-annual (February 
and July) Men’s Club Blood Drives provide a vital service to 
the community. Sisterhood provides us with refreshments 
and paper goods for our kiddushes. And these are only two 
examples that merely scratch the surface of how important 
these groups are.

Our “official” leadership cadres, the Executive Board and 
our Board of Directors clearly have our synagogue’s best in-
terests at heart. How do I know this? Because we tend to dis-
cuss every little detail of every issue extensively! Some would 
say that we frequently spend too much time on the minutia 
(and I sometimes agree with that opinion). However, people 
don’t spend time on things they don’t care about. So while 
our meetings often go a bit long, it’s because people care 
enough to make their voices heard.

In Rabbi Neil, we have a religious leader who epitomizes 
what a Rabbi should be... warm, caring, knowledgeable, easy 
to talk to, loves to educate, and perhaps most importantly 
of all wants to be a part of our synagogue family for the long 
term. Our new contract with Rabbi Neil will ensure that his 
tenure will continue for at least until the summer of 2021 
(assuming that the congregation approved it at our February 
21 meeting since I am writing this before that meeting takes 
place!)

And of course, our membership is the greatest thing about 
MHJC. Our growth over the past half-dozen years or so has 
been wonderful to witness and be a part of. I’m sure you all 
agree. While we never wanted to be a huge synagogue (and 
still don’t), a number of us have the belief that having a total 
of around 250 families would be the “sweet spot”. We have 
been steadily approaching that figure and will likely reach it 
within the next couple of years.

I hope all of you have managed to stay warm during  
this cold spell. I am finishing this article on a plane to 
New Orleans, so I clearly went with the “escape the cold  
weather” strategy!

Thank you to all of you who make MHJC what it is and 
what it will continue to be. As always, if you have any com-
ments or questions, feel free to email me at LarryKurtzman@
optonline.net or call the synagogue office.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Larry Kurtzman

Visit MHJClive! Our listserv is a forum by which we 
can connect our MHJC family through a group email 
to share ideas, discoveries and information as well 
as to look for a babysitter, recommend a plumber, 
share holiday recipes, look for a job, and recom-
mend a good book to read. The topics are endless! 
Please give it a try. Address emails to MHJClive@
googlegroups.com. The listserv will be moderated 
to prevent inappropriate emails from being posted 
so take a minute to read our email “netiquette,” 
which is posted on our website (MHJCOnline.org).  
We look forward to networking with you!

MAZEL TOV
Madison Sand was born on September 18, 2015 at 8:17 
pm weighing 6 pounds, 1 ounce and 18 1/2 inches long. 
Madison joins her proud parents, Leila and Kyle, and 
her siblings, Ava and Jack.

If you have any good news or Mazel Tovs you would 
like to share with the congregation, please contact the 
office so that we can include them in the Shofar. 
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SHOP FOR MHJC!
You can shop and MHJC can make money. We are now  
selling gift cards for everything. Supermarkets (Shop-Rite; 
Fairway; etc.), department stores (Bloomingdale’s; Macy’s; 
Bed, Bath & Beyond; etc.), restaurants (Macaroni Grill;  

Wendy’s; etc.), Motels (Best Western, etc.), & home  
improvement (Home Depot; Lowe’s; Best Buy; etc.), & more.

This costs you nothing. If you want a $100 gift card for Bed, Bath and Beyond, 
send a check for $100 made out to MHJC to the synagogue. The first Monday of each 

month an order will be placed for the gift cards and within a week you will  
have your gift cards. Use them to shop or give as gifts. The more who buy, the more  

we make. Our profit is from 2% to 12% depending on the store. This will add up.

For More Information call Sue Halfen (516) 921-2682 or MHJC (516) 935-5454

 
 

(516) 931-9396
418 South Oyster Bay Rd.

Hicksville, NY 11801
STAPLES Shopping Mall

www.AmericanDriveInCleaners.com

Discount Coupon!
$3 o� $20 order
$5 o� $35 order

NEW!!!
Free Pickup/Delivery
Call to sign up!!!

Fine Dry Cleaning Tailoring
Shirt Laundry Fluff & Fold Service
Tablecloths, Sheets Wedding Gowns, Formal

In January of 2016, Manetto Hill Jewish Center received 
a heartbreaking e-mail from the Mid-Island JCC that 
Maria Galicio lost her life in a tragic boating accident 

while on vacation in South America.

The majority of our members do not know Maria, but those 
who did will remember her beautiful smile, her sweet dis-
position, and her unending assistance in helping the Ritual 
Committee set up the JCC for the high holidays.

Whenever I needed something, Maria was my “go-to-per-
son.” A light bulb, a piece of tape, a helping hand setting up 
the Children’s Service, a much needed cup so our Cantor 
could make Kiddish, a soft chair because a member had a 
bad back, and the list could go on for the rest of the page. 
She was a beautiful person and she will surely be missed by 
those who knew and loved her.

Roberta and I met Maria’s daughter at the wake. Maria, who 
bears the same name as her mom, is just like her. I guess, 
there is some truth to the expression that “the apple does not 
fall far from the tree.”

Maria Galicio
Harvey Cohen
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March Birthdays
Raquelle Akavan, Stephen Abusch, Jason Bart, Shirley Bart, 
Mark Bernstein, Noah Bernstein, Sari Bernstein, Daniel Bo-
cian, Eric Bocian, Sydney Buchwald, Carole Clarin, Elyse 
Cohen, Jacob Cohen, Hannah Cooper, Randy Diamond, 
Taylor Diamond, Sheryl Eisenberg, Gregory Friedel, Arthur 
Froehlich, Scott Ganzekaufer, David Gaynes, Ira Goldstein, 
Phyllis Gordon, Amy Green, Lisa Halfen, Jonathan Herstoff, 
Stanley Horowitz, Brian Kitograd, Harry Konigstein, Randi 
Krittman, Anne Labowitz, Meryl Lamel, Doug Leo, Allison 
Levine, Murray Levine, Adriana Levner, Craig Liebowitz, 
Howard Mann, Seth Marx, Judith Nichols, Shawn Novatt, 
Melissa Osterweil, Dena Ozur, Linda Pinck, Marlene Pinck, 
Julia Powers, Mindy Reznik, Ben Rosenbaum, Hannah 
Rosenberg, Susan Rosenberg, Doris Roth, Jason Schnabel, 
Sophia Schnabel, Alexandra Sauer, Deborah Schenkein, Fe-
licia Schneberg, Justin Shapiro, Lisa Sommer, Jenna Spec-
tor, Howard Starr, Gary Talkofsky, Michelle Taylor, Barbara 
Tetenbaum, Eric Winiarz, Michael Zelkind.

March Anniversaries 
Gary & Barbara Drossman, David & Audrey Engel, Gabe & 
Karen Feder, Daniel & Ilana Forchheimer, Brian & Nicole 
Kitograd, Paul & Majorie Labowitz, Eric & Dona Malter, Len 
& Leah Mandelbaum, Jeffrey & Judith Schutzer, Lawrence 
and Barbara Tetenbaum. 

April Birthdays
Nate Allard, Zoe Allard, Anna Barry, Mara Blatt, Michelle 
Criss, Michael Dashow, Meredith Davis, Vicki Diamond, 
Hayley Dicken, Ami Ben-Dror, Martin Eichen, Bret Feig, 
Wendy Galfunt, Samantha Ganzekaufer, Andrew Goldfarb, 
Jenna Goldfarb, Mara Goldfarb, Jessica Goldstein, Rachel 
Goldstein, Jeremy Gorfinkel, Keith Greenstein, Frank Hal-
fen, Emily Herstoff, Gladys Honigman, Amanda Hordos, 
Sidney Kaldor, Cliff Kwartner, Rebecca Lamanna, Jadon 
Lefkowitz, Emil Levine, Burt Lipshie, Zoey Lynch, Carl 
Millman, Arlene Minkoff, Ira Minkoff, Gabrielle Oliva, 
Nick Oliva, Steven Randall, Sonny Robins, Jonathan Rokof-
sky, Ruth Rosenbaum, Judy Ross, Marisa Schneberg, Judith 
Schutzer, Barry Shorten, Maxine Silver, Marc Silverstone, 
Bradley Smallberg, Melissa Stern, Ronan Taylor, Max Tu-
omey, Debby Wilder, Sandy Zisser.

April Anniversaries 
Stephen & Anna Barry, Jeffrey & Jodi Cohen, Steve & Cheryl 
Fuchs, Mark & Jodi Hirsch, Steven & Meryl Lamel, Shlomo 
& Ronni Mordechai-Strongin, Danny & Cheryl Sanborn, 
Ken & Patti Silver.

Simchas

In this the March/April issue the Hebrew months of 1 Adar 
21-30, 2 Adar and Nisan 1-22 fall during March and April 
2016 and thus we list the Yahrzeits observed on these dates. 
This year is a leap year in the Hebrew calendar and thus 
there are 2 Adars (Adar 1 and Adar 2). In Adar 1, we list the 
yahrzeits of those who died during Adar in a non-leap year 
or during Adar 1 in a leap year. In Adar 2, we list the yah-
rzeits of those who died during Adar 2 in a leap year. 

Adar 1 21-30
Frank Fuchs, Abraham Kistenberg, Moshe Kolton, Eunice 
Siegelheim, Adele Small, Irving Toporek, Marcus Vogel, 
Harold Wilder. 

Adar 2 
Shirley Cooper, William Eli Deutch, Cyla Feder, Meyer  
Goldblatt, Herbert Karp, Sylvia Lerner, Ray Mandel, Walter 
Sachs, Martin C. Sagan, Jenny Sandberg, Sikareinwich Family.

Nisan 1-22
Frieda Bart, David Berman, Emanuel Cantor, Sarah Can-
tos, David Albert Danker, Frances Dashevsky, Jill Dennis, 
Etta Drabkin, Anna Eichen, Frances Eidelberg, Irving Endel-
son, Sidney Frank, Eti Gal, Alice Gaynes, Ann Greenberg, 
Margareta Halfen, Pearl Kolton, Beatrice Malter, Charlotte 
Osterweil, Fred Powers, Sara Reich, Eli Rosenblatt, Don 
Schechter, Molly Shniter, Martin Stempel, Irving Strassman.

YAHRZEITS

If you see that a Yahrzeit is omitted, please notify the 
office with the necessary information so that it can be 
added to the Synagogue’s computer system

If you are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in  
March or April and it is not listed, please notify the 
office so that we can update our records.

In the January-February Shofar, the yahrzeit for Ruth 
Turoff on 26 Tevet was inadvertently omitted.
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Thank you to those of you you who came out, pre-
storm, to support our annual Sisterhood Shabbat. A 
special thank you to the lovely ladies who planned 

the evening: Sharon Dashow, Harriet Blatt, Doree Feldman 
and Jodi Hirsch. It was so nice to see so many participants, 
including some of our new members! Thank you to Felicia 
Schneberg for the inspiring words that appear below, as well 
as Sharon Dashow and Jodi Hirsch who shared their stories 
of inspiring women.

Sisterhood, as told by Felicia Schneberg, at our annual 
Sisterhood Shabbat:
The poem, A Woman of Valor, was originally composed by 
Abraham as a eulogy for his wife Sarah and is the perfect 
poem to honor all of you, my dear fellow sisters of the hood.

While it may be a Jewish custom for the men to recite this 
hymn at the beginning of Erev Shabbat, Friday night, and to 
think about and be thankful for all his wife has done for him 
and their family throughout the past week, it is MY honor 
tonight to be able to do so, in recognition of all of you. For 
I could not choose among you who inspires me most, for it 
is each and every one of you, even those with whom I have 
not been acquainted with as yet, who inspire me every day.

A Woman of Valor, called Eshet Chayil in Hebrew, is a time-
less hymn that is a tribute to all women. Chayil means: 
power, resources, effective. Eshet comes from “isha” and 
means: wife, woman, feminine. In other words, a powerful 
woman. One who shall be honored for her kindness and 
good deeds, who speaks words of wisdom and whose com-
passion is her virtue. The poem describes the woman of 
valor as one who is energetic, righteous, and capable. 

So let me ask you: 

• Who among us is not deserving of the title, Woman of 
Valor? 

• Who among us spends much of our day taking care of 
our immediate family’s needs- cooking, cleaning, wash-
ing, shopping?

• Who among us tends to our husband’s needs whether 
they be physical or psychological?

• Who among us puts their adult children’s needs ahead of 
our own?

• Who among us does anything and everything for our 
minor children or our grandchildren?

• Who among us takes care of our mothers, fathers, or  
siblings who need our help financially or otherwise?

• Who among us is loyal to your family, friends,  
and colleagues? 

• Who among us attempts to be kind and generous to-
wards your fellow human beings?

• Who among us spends our work day doing good for oth-
ers, trying to make a difference? 

• Who among us takes time out of our busy schedules to 
feed or clothe the needy?

• Who among us will visit a person in need, whether a 
shiva call or to a hospital bed?

• Who among us will be there for someone who needs a 
shoulder to cry on?

• Who among us will be there for someone who just needs 
to talk, or go out to a movie, or for a drink?

• Who among us goes out of their way to make the in-laws 
happy?

• Who among us puts in an inordinate amount of time 
here at MHJC to make sure things are running as they 
should?

• Who among us come to services on Saturday morning to 
make sure there is a minyan?

• Who among us makes sure to attend as many Fundrais-
ing events as possible?

• Who among us will donate to the synagogue whatever is 
asked of them, whenever they are asked and even when 
they are not?

Sisterhood
Barbara Dicken and Patti Silver, Co-Presidents

(cont’d next page)

MHJC Event Catering

Manetto Hill Jewish Center continues  

to provide premises for catered events  

such as Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, extended  

Kiddushes, Baby Namings, Bris and 

more. Please contact the office at (516) 

935-5454 to reserve your event date  

and to ask any questions.
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• Who among us spends much time and energy preparing 
the printed materials that are sent out regularly or at spe-
cial times of the year?

• Who among us works to ensure we continue to increase 
our membership?

• Who among us helps out in the office when needed?

• Who among us comes in early and stays late to help set 
up or take down an event?

• Who among us tries to bring the young families and 
their youngsters into our MHJC family?

• Who among us tries to educate not only our youth, but 
all members of our synagogue? 

• Who among us fosters sisterhood through Book Clubs, 
mah jongg, or crafts?

• Who among us is here tonight in the name of sisterhood 
to share this special evening together?

YOU! Each and every one of you has done some, most or all 
of these things and I believe the Woman of Valor represents 
all of us, the women G-d wants us to be.

So as I read this beautiful poem, I want you all to sit up 
taller in your seat, smile your biggest smile, feel good and 
feel proud as you recognize the value you hold in your fam-
ily, in your community, among your friends and especially 
here, in your synagogue and how blessed we are to have you 
in our midst.

Upcoming events for our Sisterhood:
• Sunday, March 20: Purim basket collation—we can use 

any and all volunteers—please support our biggest  
fundraiser.

• Tuesday, April 5: Our Women’s Seder is always a treat—
please join us.

• Saturday, April 9: Our joint Wine Tasting with Men’s 
Club.

• Wednesday, May 18: Craft Night (details to follow).

SISTERHOOD (cont’d from page 6)

Shalom to all of our fellow brethren and families of 
MHJC. We look forward to having all our new mem-
bers and current members join us at our monthly 

meetings—which are scheduled the third Tuesday of every 
month—so that we can get to know you and you can make 
some new lasting friendships. 

On February 7th, Men’s Club sponsored our annual Blood 
Drive during the day. Thanks to all who volunteered and all 
who donated blood to help the NY Blood Bank restock its 
much needed, life-saving supply. In the evening, our annual 
Super Bowl Party took place. We had plenty of snacks and 
beverages for all to enjoy. 

On Monday, March 14th, our Men’s Club has volunteered 
to host the NY Regional Federation of Jewish Men’s (FJMC) 
quarterly meeting; all Men’s Club members are welcome. 
Please call the office to RSVP or if you have any questions.

On Saturday night, April 9th, please join us as Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood sponsor A Tasting of Passover Wines for your 
enjoyment. You will be able to taste and sample several dif-
ferent wines for Pesach and place an order that night for 
those you would like to have for the holiday. Please RSVP 
to the office.

On Sunday, April 17th, we will be hosting a Tefillin break-
fast.  All are welcome!

We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings 
and events throughout the year. However, please review the 
online calendar for any last minute changes. Shalom.

Men’s Club
Michael Dashow and Michael Konel, Co-Presidents

Sisterhood is selling cards for all  
occasions that are written and mailed 
out for condolences, congratulations 

and anything else. They cost $5. Contact 
Ilene Sudran or Andi in the synagogue 

office for more information.

Post-Tax Day Shredding Event

SUNDAY, APRIL 17th 
12:30pm – 2:30pm

Shredding truck will be in MHJC parking lot

PURIM SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 
7:00pm Children’s Purim celebration 
7:30pm Reading of the Megillah followed by Minyan

THURSDAY, MARCH 24  
6:30pm Purim meal and spiel
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May 1, 2011 was a special day in the history of Ma-
netto Hill Jewish Center, for that is the day that 
we celebrated the restoration and rededication of 

our Holocaust Torah. The eight-month journey that we em-
barked upon enabled us to educate our congregation about 
the community of Kolín, Czechoslovakia—the town where 
our Torah originated, host programs about the Holocaust 
and to perpetuate the memory of the Jews of Kolín.

Giving tzedukah in memory of a loved one has been a long 
standing tradition in Judaism and so it was appropriate that 
the restoration also served as a fund-raiser. Our members 
were, and still are, invited to become Kolín memory keepers 
by making a $118 donation in memory of one of those who 
perished. There are still many who have not been memorial-
ized. Please visit our website if you would like to contribute.

Having taken its rightful place in our Ark, our Holocaust 
Torah—our Tree of Life—is now used for all of our life cycle 
events. At each such event, we are reminded of the 480 Jews 
of Kolín as a brief story of our Torah and what it represents 
is recited. Indeed, prior to dressing the Torah, the wimple 
(the sash which ties the Torah) is held up for all to see, as 
that wimple is adorned with the names of those 480 souls 
who perished at the hands of the Nazis.

Keeping the memories of the Jews of Kolín alive is an ongo-
ing project. Not only must we “never forget”, but we must 
always continue to learn from the lessons of the Holocaust. 
So too, we must continue our pledge to strengthen our bond 
with the Jews of Kolín. Thus, as the five-year anniversary of 
our rededication approaches, it is appropriate that we use 
this occasion to carry on this important mission.

There is so much more that we can and should do to con-
tinue the legacy of the Jews of Kolín. We will soon be meet-
ing to plan events and take the next step in this special and 

ongoing project with our Holocaust Torah and our adopted 
community. We hope you will join us as we continue our 
journey. If you are interested in joining the committee, 
please contact the synagoguge office or just come to our next 
meeting (dates for the meetings have not yet been scheduled 
as this article is being written).

ISRAELI & JEWISH AFFAIRS
Sharon Dashow

Assemblyman Charles Lavine (Lavine@ 
assembly.state.ny.us), who represents Plain-
view, is co-sponsoring a bill in the New York 
State Assembly which would create a list of 
companies that are boycotting Israel and 
deny them state contracts and investments 
from the state pension fund. The co-sponsor 
of the bill in the Senate is Senator Michael 
Gianaris (gianaris@nysenate.gov). Please 
email them as well as your Assemblymen 
and Senators in support of this bill. You can 
find the name and contact information for 
your representatives in the assembly by going 
to assembly.state.ny.us and in the Senate by 
going to nysenate.gov.

MHJC has always had a hard time getting a minyan 
during the December Holiday Season. People go 
away on vacation, weather conditions are always 

problematic, work hours change, etc. However, the members 
of MHJC stepped up and other than one day, the Synagogue 
had an evening Minyan for all of December 2015. We had 
(13) people on Christmas Eve and (25) people on New Year’s 
Eve, despite a 6:30 p.m. start time.

Elliot Morris made a statement that this is what separates 
MHJC from other Synagogues in our area. Our members 
take their commitment to the next bar and then even exceed 
that. I generally end my articles by saying “Be Part of Some-
thing Great”. I believe you are now beginning to understand 
what I have been saying for years.

They Continued To Come …
Harvey Cohen

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!  
TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE SHOFAR.
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As you are all aware, your child was asked in Decem-
ber to help a Lone Soldier—a young man or woman 
who decides to leave the comforts of his/her home 

and family and fight for Eretz Israel. The two soldiers we 
communicated with were Ari Schlesinger and Aaron Blady. 
I would like to share the letters the students received:

Dear Class of Manetto Hill Jewish Center, 

I would like to start by saying thank you so much 
for your support of me and all the Lone Soldiers 
that come to Israel to fight for the IDF. It is a great 
feeling to know that there are people thinking 
about me. To have a package waiting for me upon 
my arrival back home, and to open it and see all 
the letters and gifts, truly warmed my heart.

To tell you a little about myself and answer some 
questions asked by the class: 

I am from Caldwell, NJ and am 20 years old. I have 
brown hair and brown eyes. I have one brother, 
Noah. I have a dog named Sammy, although my 
favorite animal is a seal. My favorite color is red. 

In the IDF, I serve in a branch called Golani. It 
is really meaningful to serve for Israel and I don’t 
ever regret my decision to come here. 

Ari Schlesinger

P.S., Thank you so much for your thoughts and 
prayers.

Aaron wrote:

Shalom, 

This is Aaron, the lone solider that you sent the 
Chanukkah gift. Thank you for the package! It was 
really nice coming home after many days on base 
to such an amazing and thoughtful package. Please 
tell your students that I loved their cards and that 
they are currently hanging in my room. 

Best,  
Aaron Blady

Words can’t express how excited the students were to hear 
how they all helped these two wonderful Lone Soldiers.

Continuing with our Kadima Days, (a teacher instructs three 
classes), Ms. Anat shared with our older students a lesson on 
miracles. She emphasized the creation of the State of Israel 
is truly a modern-day miracle. Next, the children proceeded 
to Mincha Service led by the Rabbi. Before each prayer is 

recited, the Rabbi poses a question about the prayer. It is 
wonderful to see the interaction between the students and 
Rabbi Neil. Finally, chicken nuggets and French fries were 
served. Before eating, prayers are said, especially the Blessing 
after the Meal. It is always nice to hear the students saying,” 
Oh, I know this. We do this prayer at my camp.” 

Mrs. Silverstone also led a Kadima Day with our younger 
students. Not only do we emphasize the importance of the 
State of Israel, but also Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World). 
Since it was close to Tu B’shevat, Mrs. Silverstone fascilitated 
a discussion on Trees as to why they are important. She also 
introduced the 7 types of food that are associated with Tu 
Bshevat. This was an excellent segway into the Tu B’shevat 
Seder. Once again, Rabbi Neil had a special story for our 
young ones and dinner was served. 

With each special event—in this case, the Tu B’Shevat Seder 
which was held on Monday—our pre-primary children are 
always invited. It was so nice to see so many join us this year. 

The older students had their own special Seder. It was more 
geared to reading Hebrew and learning how trees helped Israel 
defeat Syria in the Six-Day War. (Please ask your children). 

I want to give a HUGE Yasher Koach to the Gimmel class 
and Ms. Anat. They led services the only way they know 
how—with great enthusiasm. I was sorry I missed it, but I 
heard it was wonderful. 

In addition, I want to also give a HUGE Yasher Koach to the 
Hay Class and Mr. Birenbaum. They helped lead Shabbat 

Principally Speaking
Ruth Kravit, Education Director
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services with Rabbi Neil. It is nice seeing them becoming 
more comfortable up on the Bima reciting the prayers neces-
sary for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

Thanks to Miss Anat, we are starting a tradition here at Ma-
netto Hill Jewish Center. After her class finishes leading a 
service, the students will be introduced to the art of Challah 
making (you can see some of the photos from this year’s 
class here). They were so excited rolling and braiding their 
Challah to take home and bake. It truly did not last very 
long—I know I took some home!

Please make note of the following special events:
Friday, March 4, 8:00pm: Daled Class Shabbat  
Service

Saturday, March 12, 10:00-11:15am: Junior  
Congregation; Brunch is served.

Wednesday, March 23: Megillah Reading  
(No Hebrew School)

Friday, April 8, 8:00 pm: Bet Class Shabbat  
Service

Saturday, April 16, 10:00-11:15am: Junior  
Congregation; Brunch is served.

April 26-29: Passover Break—No Hebrew School

B’Shalom.

PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING (cont’d from page 9)
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!  
TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE SHOFAR.

Bring your kids over to join our youth group. It’s a 
wonderful chance for the kids to hang out with their 
friends and have a fun time before the grind of an-

other school week. USY (grades 8-12) & Kadima (grades 5-7) 
meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. Kadima meets 
from 5:30-7:00 and USY meets from 7:30-9:00. Pre-kadima 
(grades 3-4) meets the 1st & 3rd Mondays of the month from 
6:15-7:15pm. Dinner is always served for pre-kadima.

For parents, please join the Youth Committee for the 
monthly meetings on the 4th Monday of the month. This is 
a great chance to let us know what you and your kids would 
like to see for our youth group. We are open to all sugges-
tions including programming and possible changes in time 
to make it easier for you and your family.

Youth
Debbie Edelstein, Youth Chairperson

Passover Holiday Schedule 
DATE ACTIVITY TIME

Thursday, April 21st Formal Search for Chametz After nightfall

Friday, April 22nd 
Erev Pesach

Fast of first born
Stop eating Chametz
Burn leftover Chametz
Shabbat Services
Candle lighting and Community Seder

5:05 am
Before 10:35 am
Before 11:43 am
7:00 pm
7:23 pm

Saturday, April 23rd 
First day of Pesach

Morning Services
Candle lighting and Second Seder

9:45 am 
After 8:26 pm

Sunday, April 24th 
Second day of Pesach

Morning Yom Tov Service
Evening Ma’ariv Minyan

10:00 am 
 8:00 pm

Thurday, April 28th 
Erev Yom Tov

Candle lighting
Evening Yom Tov Service

7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Friday, April 29th 
7th Day of Pesach

Morning Yom Tov Service
Candle lighting 
Evening Yom Tov Service 

9:30 am
7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Saturday, April 30th 
8th day of Pesach

Shabbat Yom Tov Sheini Services
Yizkor Memorial Service is recited 
Havdalah

9:30 am 
 
8:27 pm

There will be no evening services on Friday, April 22nd or on April 23rd.  
Avoid eating Chametz until 9:30pm to be assured the Chametz was bought back by the Rabbi.

Please visit the Manetto Hill  
Jewish Center Facebook page 
and “like” us. Invite your friends, 

your family, your children, and your children’s 
friends to “like” us as well. We will be posting all of 
our events and special dates on Facebook.

Long Island’s most skilled SAT, ACT, and Subject Tutors 
Private, small group, and class instruction 
Now at our new Plainview tutoring center! 

  Free SAT or ACT Consultation
Spend 30 minutes with our experts to discuss 
the best standardized testing strategy for your 

student 
Call to schedule at our Plainview center! 

$50 Off SAT or ACT Course
Learn from the most talented and effective SAT 

and ACT instructors 

Visit our website to see our class schedule! 

Plainview, NY 11803 
516-597-4999 

tutoring@methodtestprep.com 
Visit us at methodtestprep.com 

303 Sunnyside Boulevard, Suite 20 
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Keven Wandy Lic. Funeral Director
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We are here 24 hours, to serve your family

www.jewishfunerals.com
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